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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7, 9, 14-26 and 29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,804,825 to White et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,104,334 to Allport 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,667,684 to Waggamon et al. 

As concerns claim 1, a centralized digital content distribution system for use in an 
estabUshment, comprising: a digital content server (|^) for storing digital content acquired from 
a global computer network a plurality of remote chents (il) located in rooms of the 
estabUshment and linked to the digital content server wherein the remote cUents conprise two or 
more televisions (co|i^^ and a portable remote control for communicating 

with each of the remote cUents and selecting the digital content stored in the digital content 
server. 

As concems claim 2, the system of claim 1, wherein the selected digital content is 
downloaded from the digital content server to one of the remote chents (cpluxpa 11, lines 4-5; 
ftSi^HiliiPlililHH^ aiid converted by the remote cUent to a playable format 
(converted from electrical signals into a playable format). 

As concems claim 3, the system of claim 2, wherein the playable format is compatible 
with a standard component (:|M;.:^J|8^ connected to the remote chent. 
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As concerns claim 4, the system of claim 1, wherein the digital content server converts 
the selected digital content to a playable format compatible with a standard component coupled 
to the digital content server (column 2, liues 29^30;. poiuim Z, tfecoder 62). 

As concerns claim 5, the system of claim 1, wherein the remote chents are linked to the 
digital content server via a distribution hub (^^p), and the remote cUents are Unked to the 
distribution hub by a backbone transmission network (column 3^ line 5S; varioi^xon^ 

liSilHiiBiiilifiSiii 

As concems claim 6, the system of claim 1, wherein the remote control includes means 
for estabUshing a first wireless transmission link (^) with each of the remote clients 
TV's wherein the remote has it's St code, remote will work fi>r. .more than one tv). 

As concems claim 7, the system of claim 6, wherein the remote control is enabled to 
display (gii^Mlli^ifife^^^ and select (c^m:^^ JS^^i:Ik2|^IM§) the digital content 
available on the digital content server upon establishing the first wireless transmission link with 
one of the remote chents. 

As concems claim 9, the system of claim 6, wherein the first wireless transmission link is 
selected from a group consisting of a radio link and an infrared hnk (5^^ ^^^^,^,;§^). 

As concems claim 14, the system of claim 1, wherein one or more of the remote clients 
are integrated into respective standard con5)onents (integrated with tv; column 3^ lines 14-i5). 
As concems claim 15, the system of claim 1, wherein the remote control is adapted to 
control the digital content server to acquire the digital content from the global computer network 
(remote control adaptedlo control menu on screen to apc^s^^^^^^^^^^ 
dpwiri^oadin^^ . 
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As concerns claim 16, the system of claim 16, wherein the remote control is adapted to sort 
and categorize (column 4, lines 22-^23; when searching the database the remote control is adapted 
to sort and categorize) the digital content on the digital content server. 

As concems claim 17, the system of claim 1, wherein the digital content is formatted as a 
contact disc (CD), digital video disc (DVD), MPS, electronic book, or software (j^ii^illi^^ 
25i mp3 format); 

As concems claim 18, a centralized digital content distribution method for use in an 
establishment, comprising: storing digital content acquired from a global computer network at a 
digital content server (|^; positioning a plurality of remote cUents (|||) in rooms of the 
establishment and linking the remote clients to the digital content server; and selecting the digital 
content stored at the digital content server by communicating with one of the remote cUents with 
a remote control (§2)- 

As concems claim 19, the method of claim 18, further including downloading 
I Ij lines 4-5; transmitted from server to client) the selected digital content from the digital 
content server to one of the remote clients and converting the downloaded digital content to a 
playable format (S^Jiimii^iM^^ 

As concems claim 20, the method of claim 19, wherein the playable format is compatible 
with a standard component (XV^ column .l^,line 25) connected to the remote cUent. 

As concems claim 21, the method of claim 18, further including converting, at the digital 
content server, the selected digital content to a playable format confpatible with a standard 
component coupled to the digital content server (column 2, lines 29-30; data con^rted into 
M?EG format compatible with the tem^nal 14). 
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As concerns claim 22, the method of claim 18, wherein the step of positioning a plurality 
of remote cUents in rooms of the establishment and linking the remote cUents to the digital 
content server includes Unking the remote cUents to the digital content server via a distribution 
hub ^i^ii) and Unking the remote cUents to the distribution hub by a backbone transmission 
network (|||Bi|§§|^ 
eolumn 10, .Une« J0||^^ 

As concems claim 23, the method of claim 18, further including establishing a first 
wireless transmission Unk between the remote control and one of the remote cUents. 

As concems claim 24, the method of claim 23, further including enabling the remote 
control to display (.enay§4.t^^^^^^^ and select (,c>du|cmj^^^^^^^ 

the digital content available on the digital content server upon establishing the first wireless 
transmission link between the remote control and one of the remote clients. 

As concems claim 26, the method of claim 23, wherein the first wireless transmission 
link is selected from a group consisting of a radio link and an infrared link (coluiraix^^^^^^ 

1). 

As concerns claim 31, the method of claim 18, further including controlling the digital 
content server with the remote control to acquire the digital content from the global computer 
network (remote control adapted to CQntrol menu on screen to access and control the database 
for downloading digital content). 

As concems claim 32, the method of claim 31, wherein the step of controlling the 
digital content server with the remote control includes controlling the digital content server 
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to sort and categorize ( co|umn 4^ lines 22-2^^^^ when seeching flie database iS 
adapted to sort and categorize) the digital content on the digital content server. 

As concerns claim 33, a centralized digital content distribution system for use in an 
establishment, comprising: a digital content server for storing digital content acquired 
from a global computer network and converting the digital content to a playable format 
(column 2^ lines 29-30); a plurality of remote standard components {tv; column 3j lines 14- 
1^) located in rooms of the establishment and linked to the digital content server; and a 
portable remote control (H) for communicating with each of the standard components and 
selecting the digital content to be converted by the digital content server to the playable 
format. 

White et al. '825 do not expUcitly disclose the remote control including a display. 

Allport '334 teaches a remote control including a display (figure 3). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the remote control of White et al. '825 with a display, as taught by 
Allport '334, in order to provide a remote control that does not interfere with the tv or main 
viewing screen. 

White et al. '825 as modified do not expUcitly disclose encrypting and decrypting the 
digital content and a key code. 

It is well known in the art to provide encryption, decryption and key codes for security, as 
taught by Waggamon et al. (abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the remote control of White et al. '825 as modified with 
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encryption, decryption and key codes, as taught by Waggamon et al., in order to provide security 
and prevent unauthorized access of the digital content. 

3. Claims 10, 1 1, 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,804,825 to White et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,104,334 to Allport and 
U.S. Patent No. 6,667,684 to Waggamon et al. as appHed above, in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,401,059 to Shenetal. 

White et al. '825 as modified do not expUcitly disclose the remote control will control the 
standard components upon estabUshing a second wireless transn^ssion Unk. 

It is well known in the art for a single remote control to operate multiple devices, as 
taught by Shen et al. (figure IB). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the remote control of White et al. '825 as modified with universal 
remote functionality, as taught by Shen et al. '059, in order to provide a more efficient system 
having fewer parts. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant*s arguments filed May 3 1 , 2005 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues White does not disclose a plurahty of remote chents comprising a 
television. White discloses a plurality of clients (figure 1) which conq)rise a tv (a webtv terminal 
which includes a display; column 2, Unes 58-60). 
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The applicant argues Allport does not disclose the decryption circuitry. The AUport 
patent teaches a remote control including a display. Waggamon et al. teach the decryption 
circuitry. 

The applicant argues that Waggamon et al. do not teach a remote control that contains a 
key code and decryption circuitry. Waggamon et al. discloses a remote control that contains a 
key code and decryption circuitry (abstract; line 1- remote control system; lines 10-11 - 
identification code, decryption key). 



Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time poUcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zami Maung can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jotrn B. Walsh 
Primary Examiner 
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